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Bengal and Madras, by a cordon of preventive officers,
involved by the different salt duties in these two
Presidencies. But, say the advocates of the existing
system, it would in reality be unfair to impose the
higher Bengal Salt-Duty on the husbandmen of the
Southern Presidency, seeing that they consume more
salt, and already pay, head by head, as much duty,
although at a lower rate.

After a patient consideration of the arguments on
both sides, Lord Mayo did not think it wise to attempt
any heroic remedy. But he resolved to reduce the
checks which the system placed upon trade to the
minimum. As regards the line between Bengal and
Madras, inquiries were set on foot, which ended, after
his death, in the abolition of the cordon of revenue
harpies who had so long preyed upon the free inter-
change of'commerce between the two Presidencies.
The credit of this reform belongs, however, to Mr.
George Batten, the Commissioner of Inland Customs,
acting under Lord Mayo's successor, rather than to
Lord Mayo. Mr* Batten found that, by graduating
the difference in the duty across the intermediate
Province of Orissa, he could render smuggling unpro-
fitable, without a preventive line.

* This line/ writes a Secretary to Government, ' was
guarded by a great body of customs officers, and inter-
cepted the whole trade of the country across which
it ran. It would be difficult to exaggerate the vexa-
tious interference with commerce and the annoyance
to the people to which it gave rise/

I have the same authority for stating that Lord Mayo